4

X/
*

Scientific
Research
Publishing

()

<
X8

%

Journal of Human Resource and Sustainability Studies, 2024, 12, 45-80
https://www.scirp.org/journal/jhrss

ISSN Online: 2328-4870

ISSN Print: 2328-4862

Conceptual Framework of the Evolution of
Self-Initiative Expatriates in a Global Landscape

Osman Yussuf

Department of Management, College of Business, Grambling State University, Grambling, Louisiana, USA

Email: yussufo@gram.edu

How to cite this paper: Yussuf, O. (2024).
Conceptual Framework of the Evolution of
Self-Initiative Expatriates in a Global Land-
scape. Journal of Human Resource and
Sustainability Studies, 12, 45-80.
https://doi.org/10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004

Received: December 24, 2023
Accepted: February 6, 2024
Published: February 9, 2024

Copyright © 2024 by author(s) and
Scientific Research Publishing Inc.

This work is licensed under the Creative
Commons Attribution International
License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

(QRORY ores s

Abstract

The primary objective of this study is to enhance comprehension of self-ini-
tiated expatriation in the context of the global work environment by con-
structing a conceptual framework. Based on a thorough examination of cur-
rent literature, our research investigates the complex mechanisms that drive
individuals to actively seek employment possibilities in foreign countries, dis-
tinguishing this phenomenon from traditional organizational assignments.
The main driving forces include independence, individual and career devel-
opment, international connections, and opportunities for progress. The re-
search methodology entails conducting a thorough examination of pertinent
literature about self-initiated expatriation. We acknowledge the significance
of cultural awareness, adaptability, and a proactive attitude in influencing the
achievements of self-initiated expatriates in a worldwide community. This
phenomenon is analyzed by studying the decision-making processes involved,
with a specific focus on acquiring information, evaluating risks, and estab-
lishing objectives. The results highlight the influence of many factors such as
diversity, environment, global mobility, and personal characteristics on the
growth of self-initiated expatriates. The study emphasizes the importance of
individual characteristics, external support structures, and ecosystems that
enable expatriates to take initiative on their own. In addition, the study ex-
amines the professional paths, impacts on organizations, and social and cul-
tural contributions of self-motivated individuals living abroad. This concep-
tual framework offers a thorough understanding of the motivations, deci-
sion-making processes, adaptability, repercussions, and influential factors re-
lated to the global change in work paradigms. Gaining a profound compre-
hension of this subject is essential for individuals, organizations, and gov-
ernments as they navigate the ever-changing global work environments.
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Social Dimension, Cultural Dimension

1. Introduction

The first part of this article provides a thorough analysis of the material that
covers the topic of self-directed expatriates. The first thing that needs to be done
is come up with a precise description of self-initiative expatriates and emphasiz-
es how important it is to look into their evolutionary path. The goals of the study
are also outlined in this section. In the section on historical background, the
emergence of self-initiative expatriates is investigated, with early examples and
the underlying factors that permitted their proliferation being highlighted and
discussed. This study also explores the impact that globalization has had on in-
dividuals who have chosen to live and work abroad on their own initiative. The
following section goes deeper into the characteristics and motivating elements
connected with self-initiative expatriates. This section covers the predominant
qualities of self-initiative expats as well as the motivations that lie behind their
decision to pursue this path.

The current survey also takes a look at the challenges that are faced by expa-
triates who go abroad on their own initiative. In conclusion, this study investi-
gates the repercussions of self-initiated expatriation as well as the future tenden-
cies related with this phenomenon. It explores the economic, social, and cultural
ramifications of this occurrence, as well as the potential future advances that
could occur within this field. This introduction will provide a brief discussion of
the theoretical framework, describing the research gap as well as the problema-
tization, and will conclude with some thoughts on the more general subject
matter. Within the framework of the international labor force, an investigation
of the growth of self-initiative among expatriates is of significant importance.
The primary purpose of the conceptual framework is to achieve a comprehensive
understanding of the fundamental elements that have an effect on the growth
and development of self-initiative among expatriates. In order to reach this goal,
it is essential to investigate several theories about the administration of expa-
triates as well as the specific factors that contribute to the progression of their
circumstances throughout the course of time. The purpose of the conceptual
framework is to provide an all-encompassing understanding of the myriad of
factors at play and the impact those factors have on self-directed expatriates. In
addition, this research will investigate the pragmatic ramifications for both or-
ganizations and individuals, with an emphasis on prospective paths for further
research and examination. Through conducting an analysis of the development
of self-initiative expatriates, we will be able to gain a deeper comprehension of
this demography as well as the relevance it holds within the context of the global
labor market.

The concept of self-initiative expatriates represents a substantial revolution in
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the sphere of overseas work experiences and signifies a break from traditional
organizational techniques of global mobility (Doherty, 2013; Inkson et al., 1997).
Self-initiative expatriates are people who move abroad on their own initiative
rather than being sent there by their employers (Doherty, 2013). This prelimi-
nary effort is meant to serve as a foundational inquiry into a theoretical frame-
work with the goal of analyzing and comprehending the intricate facets of this
emergent phenomenon. According to Inkson et al. (1997), in the past, corpora-
tions were primarily responsible for facilitating the act of expatriation. These
corporations would strategically allocate persons in order to fulfill their corpo-
rate goals. Nevertheless, there has been a discernible increase in the number of
individuals who are actively seeking international work opportunities and ex-
panding their careers beyond national boundaries through self-driven endeavors
(Rodriguez & Scurry). According to Tharenou (2013), the process of progression
in professional routes on a global scale has been influenced by a combination of
socio-economic, technological, and personal elements. These factors have been
examined in both of these scholarly works.

The purpose of this study is to investigate the multifaceted phenomena of
self-initiated expatriates within the framework of their recent employment op-
portunities overseas. This research intends to provide a full knowledge of the
numerous complexities involved with this dynamic and evolving paradigm
(Tharenou, 2013). To do this, a structured framework will be utilized in the
study. The purpose of this framework is to conduct an investigation of the fac-
tors—including motives, decision-making processes, adaption obstacles, results,
and important factors—that contribute to the success of persons who are begin-
ning foreign work experiences. The framework outlines essential characteristics
and influential aspects in this setting by drawing from the research conducted by
Cooke (2009). In addition, it has been stated that the idea of self-initiative expa-
triates (SIEs) gives a complete viewpoint that sheds light on the substantial alte-
rations in global labor dynamics that are responsible for the establishment of this
group (Selmer, 2001; Naumann, 1993). This is because the SIEs are accountable
for the emergence of this group. This study aims to reconcile the discrepancy
between traditional organizational viewpoints on expatriation and the rising
phenomena of individual-driven global career aspirations (Andresen et al.,
2014). The conventional organizational viewpoints on expatriation are based on
the assumption that individuals are sent abroad by their employers. The purpose
of this work is to create a complete foundation for comprehending the revolu-

tionary growth that has taken place in the current professional environment.

1.1. Definition of Self-Initiative Expatriates

Self-initiative expatriates (SIEs) are persons who autonomously establish and
undertake abroad assignments without the requirement or support of their re-
spective employers (Andresen & Biemann, 2012). These individuals who reside

outside their home country proactively choose to engage in employment over-
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seas with the aim of pursuing professional development or personal enrichment
prospects. The knowledge of the evolving dynamics of the global workforce is
being enhanced by the growing significance of the idea of Self-Initiative Expa-
triates (Doherty et al., 2011).

The objective of this part is to present a concise and precise delineation of
Self-Initiative Expatriates, elucidating their unique attributes and driving factors.
This section establishes the groundwork for analyzing the development of
Self-Initiative Expatriates and comprehending its importance within the wider
framework of global mobility. Self-initiative expatriates refer to individuals who
make the voluntary decision to reside and engage in employment activities in a
foreign country for personal and professional motives, without being mandated
or directed by any organization or governmental entity (Suutari & Brewster,
2000). This definition of self-initiative expats offers a comprehensive compre-
hension of their identity and the factors that set them apart from other catego-
ries of expatriates. Through an analysis of their distinctive attributes and under-
lying incentives, a deeper understanding may be attained regarding the factors
that drive individuals to pursue a self-initiated expatriate lifestyle, as well as the
prevalent obstacles they encounter (Jokinen, Brewster, & Suutari, 2008).

It is crucial to get insight into the development of self-initiative expatriates in
order to fully grasp the economic, social, and cultural consequences they impose
on both their countries of origin and destination (Myers & Pringle, 2005). Fur-
thermore, the examination of prospective patterns in self-initiative expatriation
might assist in the anticipation and adjustment to the evolving dynamics of in-
ternational mobility. Self-initiative expatriates are a unique group within the
field of global mobility. These individuals independently and actively pursue in-
ternational work opportunities without being directly assigned or mandated by
their organizations (Selmer & Lauring, 2010). The group of expatriates being re-
ferred to in this context deviates from the conventional model in which enter-
prises were the main drivers of abroad assignments (Jokinen et al., 2008).

The term “designation” refers to a group of persons who undertake interna-
tional travel on their own accord, motivated by personal reasons, a desire for
professional development, and a quest for exposure to other cultures (Selmer,
2006, 2010). Individuals engage in proactive efforts to seek out international
possibilities, utilizing personal networks, online resources, and global connec-
tions to obtain employment, projects, or entrepreneurial endeavors in foreign
nations (Froese & Peltokorpi, 2013). The salient feature of self-initiative expa-
triates pertains to their autonomous and self-driven approach towards engaging
in international mobility. Individuals assume responsibility for their career tra-
jectories by consciously selecting opportunities to engage in varied work set-
tings, frequently pursuing positions that correspond with their abilities, pas-
sions, and ambitions for personal and vocational growth (Malek & Budhwar,
2013).

Expatriates exhibit a proactive attitude towards international encounters, dis-
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playing qualities such as adaptability, resilience, and self-reliance in effectively
navigating the intricate dynamics of cross-cultural integration. The objectives of
individuals frequently transcend just professional progression, embracing a sin-
cere inquisitiveness towards diverse cultures, languages, and lifestyles.
Self-initiative expatriates have a significant role in shaping the dynamic nature of
international labor markets, since they bring with them a wide range of talents,
viewpoints, and experiences (Konopaske & Werner, 2005). The increasing signi-
ficance of personal agency in navigating the complexities of a globalized world is
exemplified by individuals’ autonomy in seeking and shaping international op-
portunities, which signifies a paradigm shift in the way they engage with and

pursue global career trajectories (Kithlmann & Hutchings, 2010).

1.2. Importance of Studying the Evolution of Self-Initiative
Expatriates

The significance of examining the evolution of self-initiative expatriates resides
in comprehending the shifting dynamics of the global labor force. The objective
of this study is to investigate the determinants that shape the progression of
self-initiative expatriates and ascertain the fundamental aspects of their growth.
This conceptual framework seeks to provide practical insights for businesses and
individuals by analyzing expatriate management theories and the role of self-ini-
tiative expatriates in the global workforce. Moreover, it elucidates areas of re-
search that have not been well addressed and suggests potential avenues for fu-
ture investigation in this particular domain. Gaining insight into the develop-
ment of self-initiative expatriates is of paramount importance for both compa-
nies and individuals in effectively managing the intricacies of an ever more in-
terconnected global landscape.

The examination of the evolutionary patterns of self-initiative expatriates
holds significant academic value, given its increasing relevance in the contem-
porary international context. The aforementioned persons are of utmost impor-
tance in influencing the composition of the international labor force and making
significant contributions to the advancement of economic growth (Cao et al,,
2013). Hence, it is imperative for organizations and governments to comprehend
the underlying dynamics that have contributed to the emergence of self-initiative
expatriates. By doing an analysis of the historical context and initial instances of
self-initiative expats, one can acquire valuable insights on their motivations and
shared traits (Cerdin & Selmer, 2014). Furthermore, conducting an investigation
into the obstacles encountered by self-motivated expatriates might yield useful
insights for improving their assistance and overall welfare. In addition, doing an
examination of the economic, social, and cultural ramifications associated with
self-initiative expatriation can facilitate the prediction of forthcoming patterns
and the formulation of proficient approaches to effectively handle this pheno-
menon (Doherty, 2013).

In general, the examination of the development of self-initiative expatriates

provides significant contributions to comprehending the evolving dynamics of
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global mobility and its effects on persons and society (Froese, 2012). The exami-
nation of the evolutionary patterns exhibited by self-initiative expatriates is of
considerable significance in comprehending the evolving dynamics of global
workforces and the shifting paradigms in foreign career paths (Froese & Pelto-
korpi, 2013). There are several crucial factors that highlight the need of investi-
gating this growing phenomenon: An Examination of Evolving Work Dynamics:
Gaining a comprehensive understanding of the emergence of self-initiative ex-
patriates offers significant academic contributions towards comprehending the
dynamic transformations occurring within the realm of employment. The study
conducted by Howe-Walsh and Schyns (2010) provides insights into the grow-
ing trend of individuals taking more control over their career paths, which in
turn challenges conventional organizational structures and hierarchical methods
of global mobility.

The phenomenon of organizational adaptation and its implications for talent
acquisition, retention, and management techniques have been recognized as a
valuable area of study (Jokinen et al., 2008). By acknowledging and making pro-
visions for the ambitions of self-motivated expatriates, organizations may effec-
tively leverage varied talent pools and formulate approaches to attract and retain
exceptional personnel. The topic of discussion is the concept of global workforce
diversity and inclusion, as explored by Lo et al. (2012). The examination of
self-initiative expatriates makes a valuable contribution to the discourse sur-
rounding diversity and inclusion within international work environments. This
underscores the significance of accepting a wide range of ideas, cultures, and
experiences, hence building work settings that are more inclusive. Insights for
Policy and Education: A Comprehensive Analysis Research on self-initiative ex-
patriates can be utilized by governments and educational institutions to inform
policy-making, develop educational programs, and provide support systems that
are specifically designed to address the unique requirements of persons who ac-
tively seek foreign opportunities on their own (Myers & Pringle, 2005). Com-
prehending the Motivations of Individuals in their Careers Examining this phe-
nomenon provides valuable insights into the underlying motives and goals of
individuals within the contemporary labor force. The aforementioned study
conducted by Peltokorpi and Froese (2009) contributes to the enhancement of
comprehension about the underlying motivations that prompt professionals to
pursue overseas experiences.

This research holds significant value for career counselors and professionals,
as it equips them with valuable insights to effectively guide individuals towards
the attainment of meaningful career choices. This study aims to explore the ex-
tensive cultural and socioeconomic repercussions associated with persons mi-
grating across national borders in pursuit of employment opportunities. The
aforementioned study by Suutari and Brewster (2000) explores the role of over-
seas experiences in shaping human identities, as well as their impact on cross-

cultural understanding and global connection. Conducting research on the evo-
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lutionary aspects of self-initiative expatriates facilitates the identification of suc-
cess determinants, encompassing both individual and organizational dimen-
sions. Tharenou (2013) asserts that gaining an understanding of the various
personalities, talents, and support systems that play a role in facilitating success-
ful foreign experiences can provide valuable insights for both expatriates and the
enterprises they collaborate with. Understanding the dynamic nature of global
jobs necessitates a thorough examination of the growth of self-initiative expa-
triates. The article by Al Ariss (2010) presents a comprehensive analysis of vari-
ous factors such as individual agency, organizational dynamics, cultural integra-
tion, and societal implications. The insights provided in this study have signifi-
cant implications for policy-making, organizational strategies, and individual

career development in the context of a rapidly globalizing world.

1.3. Purpose of the Conceptual Framework

The primary objective of the conceptual framework is to establish a theoretical
basis for comprehending the development of self-initiative expatriates. The ob-
jective of this framework is to discern and investigate the fundamental aspects
that contribute to the development of these persons in the international labor
market. Through an analysis of expatriate management theories and the impact
of external and internal factors, this framework aims to provide a comprehensive
understanding of the evolution of self-initiative expats throughout the course of
time. The primary objective of this framework is to offer pragmatic conse-
quences for both organizations and individuals, while also pinpointing areas of
research that have not yet been explored and suggesting potential avenues for
further investigation in this particular sector.

The primary aims of the conceptual framework pertaining to self-initiative
expatriates are to provide a comprehensive understanding of the underlying mo-
tives, factors, problems, and rewards associated with this specific form of expa-
triation (Cerdin & Pargneux, 2010). The objective of this framework is to offer a
comprehensive comprehension of the factors influencing individuals’ decision to
become self-initiative expatriates, including personal motivations, economic
circumstances, and social and cultural influences (Doherty et al., 2011). The ob-
jective of this study is to provide light on the various obstacles that self-motiva-
ted expatriates may encounter in their worldwide pursuits, encompassing lin-
guistic limitations, legal and administrative complexities, as well as difficulty in
adapting to different cultures (Jokinen et al., 2008).

In addition, the framework examines the prospective advantages and conse-
quences associated with selecting this trajectory, including advancements in
one’s professional capabilities, prospects for career progression, enrichment of
cultural understanding, personal maturation, and the contributions made to the
economic landscapes of both the home and host nations (Tharenou & Caulfield,
2010). The conceptual framework gives unique insights into the phenomenon of

self-initiative expatriation and serves as a basis for future study and analysis in
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this area.

The conceptual framework of self-initiative expatriates plays a pivotal role in
comprehending and examining the dynamic phenomenon of expatriation and
its structural implications. The framework offers a systematic methodology for
understanding the complex characteristics of self-initiative expatriates. The
statement outlines essential characteristics and interconnected aspects, provid-
ing a structured approach to categorize and analyze this developing phenome-
non. The inclusion of multiple dimensions of self-initiative expatriation, such as
motivations, decision-making processes, adaption obstacles, outcomes, and suc-
cess factors, enables a thorough examination and evaluation of the phenomenon
(Biemann & Andresen, 2010). The comprehensive perspective facilitates a more
profound examination of the intricacies inherent in this dynamic environment.

The framework functions as a valuable tool for scholars, educators, and pro-
fessionals who are interested in doing research or gaining insights about the
phenomenon of self-initiative expatriates. The aforementioned study by Cao et
al. (2012) presents a comprehensive framework that delineates many routes for
inquiry. This framework serves as a guide, facilitating the exploration of diverse
elements and enabling the execution of systematic investigations. The dissemi-
nation of organizational strategies: The conceptual framework provides organi-
zations with valuable insights into the motives and experiences of self-initiative
expatriates. The acquisition of this knowledge has the potential to enhance talent
management strategies, foreign assignment rules, and support systems that are
specifically designed to meet the unique requirements of these persons (Chen,
2012). The focus of this discussion centers around the areas of policy develop-
ment and educational programs. The framework can be utilized by governments,
politicians, and educational institutions to formulate legislation and design edu-
cational programs that facilitate the aspirations of persons who are actively pur-
suing overseas experiences of their own accord. It assists in formulating activities
that promote seamless transitions and amplify the advantages of such endeavors.

Advancement in Comprehension of Professional Dynamics This framework
can be utilized by professionals in the fields of career counseling, coaching, and
human resources to enhance their understanding of the motivations and objec-
tives of persons who are seeking self-initiative expatriation (Dorsch et al., 2013).
This comprehension facilitates the provision of more customized coaching and
assistance for the advancement of one’s profession. The task at hand involves the
identification of gaps and opportunities. The framework effectively reveals gaps
in knowledge, areas that warrant additional investigation, and potential for im-
provements in fostering self-initiative expatriates by emphasizing numerous as-
pects and characteristics. The phenomenon stimulates continuous improvement
and development of techniques and procedures for providing assistance (Froese,
2012).

The contributions of self-initiative expatriates to the facilitation of cross-cultural

understanding are valuable in the context of broader discussions on cross-cultural
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interactions. These experiences aid in fostering a more profound comprehension
of cultural integration, identity development, and global interconnectedness
(Peltokorpi & Froese, 2009).

2. Theoretical Background

The theoretical framework component of this study examines two primary do-
mains: expatriate management theories and the significance of self-initiative ex-
patriates in the global labor market. Additionally, this study investigates the var-
ious aspects that impact the development of self-initiative expatriates. Theoreti-
cal frameworks serve as a fundamental basis for comprehending the concepts
and aspects related to the development of self-initiative expats. Through an
analysis of prevailing theories and empirical studies, the objective of this part is
to build a full comprehension of the subject matter. In this investigation, the
conceptual framework section will expand upon the aforementioned theories
and present fundamental features pertaining to the development of self-initiative
expatriates (Selmer & Lauring, 2010). The subsequent part, namely “Implica-
tions and Future Research,” will examine the practical consequences for both
organizations and individuals, as well as identify areas of research that require
further investigation and suggest potential future routes for development. In its
whole, this section plays a vital role in establishing the fundamental basis for the
subsequent portions of the article.

The origin and evolution of self-initiative expatriates can be understood
through many theoretical perspectives that shed light on the motivations, deci-
sion-making processes, and consequences related to this phenomena (Thorn,
2009). Multiple theoretical frameworks contribute to the comprehension of this
paradigm shift in global work dynamics. One such framework is Human capital
theory, which suggests that individuals make investments in acquiring skills, in-
formation, and experiences in order to improve their marketability and pros-
pects in their careers (Vaiman & Haslberger, 2013). Self-initiative expats are in
accordance with this theory as they proactively pursue overseas experiences in
order to expand their skill sets and enhance their human capital. They acknowl-
edge the significance of varied experiences in furthering their professional tra-
jectories (Vance, 2005). Professional construction theory places significant em-
phasis on the pivotal role of individual agency in the development and effective
management of one’s professional path.

Self-initiative expatriates demonstrate the aforementioned principle through
their proactive efforts to mold their international work experiences in accor-
dance with their individual values, interests, and objectives. Moreover, Social
capital theory highlights the significance of social networks and linkages in the
facilitation of resource acquisition and the exploration of opportunities. Self-ini-
tiated expatriates utilize their social capital by utilizing personal networks, pro-
fessional connections, and online platforms to seek and secure overseas oppor-

tunities. Similarly, the theory of cross-cultural adaptation centers on the pheno-
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menon of individuals undergoing a process of adjustment when they are ex-
posed to unfamiliar cultural contexts. Self-initiated expats autonomously man-
age this process, independently encountering and adjusting to a wide range of
cultural situations as they assimilate into novel work environments. In a similar
vein, Motivation Theories, such as the self-determination theory, emphasize the
role of intrinsic motives in influencing human behavior. Self-initiated expats are
frequently driven by internal motivators such as autonomy, personal develop-
ment, curiosity, and a desire for novel experiences, as opposed to being influ-
enced by external demands or obligations.

The boundary less career theory presents a challenge to conventional career
trajectories, emphasizing the growing dynamism and unpredictability inherent
in contemporary job routes. The concept of self-initiative expatriates is exempli-
fied by individuals who surpass geographical and organizational limitations,
actively shaping their own international career paths (Doherty, 2010). Similar-
ly, the theory of cultural intelligence places significant emphasis on the capac-
ity to effectively navigate and operate within environments characterized by
cultural diversity. According to Chen et al. (2023), expatriates who demonstrate
self-initiative frequently demonstrate elevated levels of cultural intelligence,
enabling them to effectively navigate and prosper in many cultural environments.

The term “identical” refers to objects or entities that are exactly the same in all
Theoretical frameworks pertaining to job selection and decision-making provide
valuable perspectives on the various aspects that influence individuals’ choices to
engage in self-initiated expatriation. These theoretical frameworks examine the
influence of information processing, risk assessment, and goal setting on the
creation of career choices. In brief, the theoretical underpinnings of self-initiative
expatriates are derived from a range of theoretical frameworks, shedding light on
the motives, actions, and results linked to persons who independently pursue
overseas employment opportunities. The aforementioned ideas collectively pro-
vide valuable insights into comprehending the intricate and multifaceted nature
of self-initiated global careers (Inkson & Richardson, 2010).

2.1. Expatriate Management Theories

The next section delves into the theoretical underpinnings of self-initiative ex-
patriates within the realm of Expatriate Management Theories. This section
centers on the diverse theories and models that have been established to com-
prehend the management of expatriates in a broad sense. The aforementioned
theories serve as a basis for comprehending the particular difficulties and ad-
vantages encountered by self-initiative expatriates within the global labor market
(Black et al., 1991). Through an examination of these ideas, valuable insights
may be obtained regarding the elements that exert effect on the development of
self-initiative expatriates. This analysis also facilitates a deeper comprehension of
the fundamental dimensions that contribute to shaping their unique experiences
(Agha-Alikhani et al., 2018). This section aims to build a theoretical framework
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for the remaining portions of the study, which will focus on examining the vari-
ous aspects of the growth of self-initiative expatriates and investigating the prac-
tical ramifications for both organizations and individuals.

According to a study conducted by Al Ariss and Crowley-Henry (2013), addi-
tionally, it will ascertain areas of research that have not been well addressed and
provide recommendations for future investigations in this particular subject.
Theoretical frameworks in expatriate management provide guidance for firms to
successfully oversee their staff operating in foreign nations. These ideas com-
prise a range of tactics that are designed to facilitate the achievement of success-
ful expatriate assignments. There exist several important theories in the field of
expatriate management. The concept of agency theory places significant empha-
sis on the dynamic between the principle, which refers to the organization, and
the agent, who is represented by the expatriate employee (Andresen et al., 2012).

The primary objective of this approach is to establish congruence between
the objectives of expats and the business, hence minimizing conflicts. This is
achieved through the development of compensation, incentive, and perfor-
mance evaluation systems that effectively incentivize expatriates to prioritize
the firm’s best interests. Subsequent to the Resource-Based View (RBV) The
Resource-Based View (RBV) framework analyzes the impact of an organization’s
resources, encompassing elements like human capital, namely skilled expatriates,
on its ability to achieve a competitive advantage (Andresen & Muskat, 2021).
Expatriates are perceived as significant assets whose distinct talents and know-
ledge have the potential to generate a competitive advantage when efficiently
managed and utilized.

The concept of Social Exchange Theory examines the interactions and con-
nections between individuals and organizations, with a particular focus on the
principles of mutual advantages and reciprocity (Andresen et al., 2020a). Within
the realm of expatriate management, there is a notable emphasis on cultivating
favorable relationships, establishing trust, and providing support between the
business and expatriates in order to augment their commitment levels and over-
all performance. Following that, the notion of cultural distance places emphasis
on the influence of cultural disparities between the country of origin and the
country of residence on expatriate placements (Andresen et al., 2020b). The
proposition posits that expatriates may encounter more substantial difficulties in
acclimating to a new workplace when faced with a bigger cultural disparity, ne-
cessitating the implementation of targeted management approaches. Therefore,
theories such as the U-Curve and W-Curve models, which fall under the catego-
ry of Adjustment and Adaptation Theories, provide a framework for under-
standing the sequential stages of adjustment and adaptation experienced by ex-
patriates upon relocating to a foreign nation. Andresen et al. (2020c) gaining a
comprehensive comprehension of these models enables businesses to effectively
offer assistance at different phases, hence facilitating seamless transitions.

Role theory is a theoretical framework that investigates the norms and actions

linked to particular social situations, such as the role of an expatriate within an
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organizational context (Brewster et al.,, 2021). Organizations benefit from the
establishment of clear role expectations, responsibilities, and performance stan-
dards for expatriates, as it enables them to efficiently fulfill their functions. The
Dual concern theory is a framework that emphasizes the need to effectively
manage the integration of global strategy and local responsiveness (Ceric &
Crawford, 2016). Within the realm of expatriate management, the aforemen-
tioned theory serves as a guiding framework for organizations to effectively na-
vigate the delicate equilibrium between standardization, which entails preserving
global consistency, and adaptation, which involves catering to local responsive-
ness, when managing expatriate assignments (Ellis et al., 2020).

The theory known as Cognitive Adaptation Theory examines the cognitive
processes that individuals undergo when adapting to a different cultural envi-
ronment. Farcas and Gongalves (2019) underscore the significance of psycho-
logical adaptation and coping strategies for expatriates in efficiently navigating
cultural disparities. Each of the aforementioned theories provides valuable in-
sights and direction for firms in effectively managing expatriate assignments.
These theories specifically address the various problems associated with cross-
cultural adaptation, job expectations, motivation, and performance management
within international contexts. The incorporation of components derived from
these theories facilitates the development of efficient expatriate management

strategies and support systems within enterprises (Mello et al., 2020).

2.2. Self-Initiative Expatriates in the Global Workforce

The subject of self-initiative expatriates in the global workforce holds considera-
ble importance within the wider framework of the development of self-initiative
expatriates. This section delves into the significance and influence of self-initiative
expatriates within the global workforce. The study examines a range of aspects
that contribute to the development and progression of individuals, including
their personal motivations, possibilities for job growth, and ability to adapt to
different cultures (Shao & Al Ariss, 2020). This section presents a conceptual
framework that allows a full explanation of the evolution of self-initiative expa-
triates by analyzing its essential features.

The research findings have practical consequences for both companies and
individuals, providing guidance on how to effectively manage the obstacles and
capitalize on the opportunities associated with self-initiative expatriates (Thorn
et al., 2012). Moreover, this section delineates areas of research that have not
been adequately addressed and suggests potential avenues for future investiga-
tion by researchers in this particular sector. It emphasizes the necessity of delv-
ing deeper into the study of this dynamic workforce segment in order to gain a
more comprehensive grasp of its intricacies. In general, the examination of
self-initiative expatriates within the global workforce enhances our understanding
of expatriate management theories and provides significant contributions to both

practical applications and future scholarly investigations (Alshahrani, 2022).
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Self-initiative expatriates are an emerging group within the global labor force,
characterized by their unique approach to seeking overseas employment oppor-
tunities. The global labor market is experiencing a transformation in profession-
al mobility, as individuals actively seek cross-border opportunities and demon-
strate agency in their pursuit of such chances (Alshammari, 2012). The concept
of autonomy and individual agency is a significant topic of discussion in aca-
demic circles. Self-initiative expats exhibit a notable level of independence,
which sets them apart from conventional expatriates who are commonly desig-
nated by organizations. Individuals actively pursue international employment
opportunities motivated by personal factors, professional ambitions, and a desire
for exposure to varied cultural experiences (Andresen et al., 2020c).

The phenomenon of global networking and connectivity refers to the inter-
connectedness and integration of individuals, organizations, and societies on a
global scale through various technological platforms and communication net-
works. By capitalizing on the interconnectedness of the world, proactive indi-
viduals living abroad employ social networks, online platforms, and personal re-
lationships to identify, seek, and successfully get international prospects. The
aforementioned dependence on international connections exemplifies their ca-
pacity to adapt and utilize resources in the context of the globalized labor market
(Ashta & Stokes, 2023). A Multifaceted Array of Motivations and Aspirations:
The motivations of self-initiative expatriates encompass factors that go beyond
just job progression and monetary rewards. Individuals aspire to achieve per-
sonal growth, engage in cross-cultural immersion, enhance their skill set, and
gain a more comprehensive understanding of global challenges. These aspira-
tions represent a strong inclination towards holistic and enriching experiences
(Bjerregaard, 2022).

The concept of adaptability and resilience: Self-initiative expatriates demon-
strate adaptation, cultural intelligence, and resilience, enabling them to thrive in
varied situations. The demonstrated aptitude for navigating cultural nuances
and surmounting obstacles highlights their proficiency in assimilating effectively
into unfamiliar professional settings. The concept of career flexibility and boun-
daryless trajectories has gained attention in academic literature. Self-initiative
expatriates are those who actively seek out opportunities beyond their home
country, embracing a boundaryless career trajectory. This trajectory allows them
to transcend geographical limits and pursue career fulfillment. This topic has
been explored by Brewster, Makela, and Suutari (2019) in their research. The
inherent flexibility of individuals enables them to engage in a wide range of in-
dustries, positions, and geographical places, thereby molding their professional
trajectories in accordance with their own inclinations.

The impact on global talent and knowledge exchange: The inclusion of indi-
viduals with varied origins, skill sets, and experiences enhances the diversity and
depth of the global talent pool. Cerdin (2013) Self-initiated expatriates play a

significant role in facilitating the transfer of knowledge, promoting cultural va-
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riety, and facilitating the exchange of ideas, hence stimulating creativity and col-
laboration on an international scale. Challenges and opportunities for growth:
Although international experiences may be appealing, self-initiative expatriates
have several hurdles including cultural adaptation, language barriers, and social
integration (Chwialkowska, 2020). Nevertheless, these obstacles present pros-
pects for individual and vocational development, augmenting flexibility and in-
tercultural proficiencies.

The impact on organizational perspectives is evident as organizations are be-
coming more aware of the significance of self-initiative expatriates. Consequent-
ly, they are likely to modify their talent management strategies to effectively ad-
dress this emerging trend (Danisman, 2017). It is vital to comprehend the re-
quirements and ambitions of these persons in order to cultivate a conducive en-
vironment. Self-initiative expatriates have a significant role in creating cross-
cultural understanding, bridging socioeconomic divides, and increasing global
connection (Despotovic et al., 2022). The individuals’ experiences contribute to
the facilitation of a more profound cultural exchange and understanding, en-
compassing both professional environments and the wider community (Fu et al,,
2017).

The existence of self-motivated individuals working abroad in the interna-
tional labor market indicates a fundamental change in the way worldwide ca-
reers are pursued. This shift emphasizes the importance of personal drive, flex-
ibility, and a comprehensive approach to professional growth in a world without
borders. The author Froese (2012) asserts that the contributions made by indi-
viduals go beyond the confines of their respective organizations, exerting influ-

ence on a global scale in terms of work, culture, and interconnection.

2.3. Factors Influencing the Evolution of Self-Initiative Expatriates

This section examines the diverse elements that contribute to the development
of self-initiative expatriates. This study explores the fundamental motivations
that drive individuals to pursue self-initiative expatriation and examines the in-
fluence of these elements on their personal growth and adjustment. Further-
more, this study investigates extrinsic variables, like worldwide employment
prospects, cultural disparities, and support from organizations, which influence
the development of self-initiative expatriates. By comprehending these aspects,
both businesses and individuals can enhance their readiness in addressing the
distinctive obstacles and prospects that self-initiative expatriates contribute to
the global workforce (Hussain & Zhang, 2023). This section makes a valuable
contribution to the overarching conceptual framework for comprehending the
development of self-initiative expatriates, by conducting a thorough investiga-
tion of the various factors that influence them.

The phenomenon of self-initiative expatriates’ emergence is influenced by a
range of elements that collectively motivate individuals to actively pursue over-

seas work experiences (Jiang et al., 2022). Gaining an understanding of these
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significant aspects offers valuable insights into the underlying motives that pro-
pel this burgeoning trend. The evolution of self-initiative expatriates is influ-
enced by several crucial variables. The advent of technology and the prolifera-
tion of connectivity have brought about significant transformations in the way
individuals worldwide access information and avail themselves of global oppor-
tunities (Kubovcikova & van Bakel, 2022). The advent of digital connectivity and
the widespread availability of online platforms have significantly enhanced indi-
viduals’ ability to establish connections with worldwide networks and access job
prospects. Consequently, individuals are now empowered to explore career op-
tions that extend beyond the confines of their own countries.

The need for personal and professional growth serves as a driving force be-
hind people’ decision to pursue self-initiated expatriation, as it encompasses the
desire for personal development, cultural immersion, and skill enhancement
(Singh et al., 2022). There is a significant attraction among individuals towards
the notion of expanding their horizons, acquiring intercultural proficiency, and
cultivating novel proficiencies within heterogeneous professional settings. The
Evolution of Work Dynamics: A Shift in Paradigm The emergence of alternative
work arrangements, such as remote work, gig economy, and flexible job options,
has prompted individuals to explore non-conventional career trajectories.

The presence of flexibility within an organization creates a conducive climate
that enables self-initiative expatriates to more easily engage in worldwide op-
portunities (Wechtler et al., 2023). Career Advancement and Opportunities are
crucial aspects that individuals consider while making decisions about their pro-
fessional growth and development. The conviction that engaging in overseas ex-
periences improves one’s job opportunities motivates individuals to actively
pursue self-initiated expatriation. Numerous businesses place significant impor-
tance on the acquisition of global experience and cross-cultural competence,
perceiving it as a distinct advantage within the context of an increasingly globa-
lized employment landscape. The establishment of global networks and connec-
tions through various means such as social media, professional platforms, and
personal ties is a significant factor in motivating individuals to engage in
self-initiated expatriation (Zakaria & Yusuf, 2023).

Networks play a vital role in facilitating international transitions by granting
individuals access to career opportunities, information, and essential support.
Individuals that possess a high level of interest regarding diverse cultures, lan-
guages, and lifestyles tend to exhibit a propensity for engaging in self-initiated
expatriation (Tharenou, 2013). The motivation to engage with unfamiliar set-
tings and appreciate cultural variety serves as a driving force behind their choice
to pursue overseas experiences. The presence of supportive ecosystems, men-
torship programs, and resources specifically designed for self-initiative expa-
triates plays a crucial role in fostering and facilitating individuals’ pursuit of for-
eign chances (Cao et al., 2013). The availability of information, assistance, and

groups of persons with similar interests facilitates the process of transitioning.
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Economic factors refer to the various elements that influence the functioning
and performance of an economy.

These factors encompass a wide range of aspects Economic factors, such as
improved employment opportunities, increased income potential, or reduced
cost of living in specific countries, serve as significant motivators for individuals
contemplating self-initiated expatriation (Tharenou, 2013). Shifting Perceptions
Regarding Work-Life Balance: The changing perspectives on the equilibrium
between work and personal life, as well as the acknowledgment of the value of
varied experiences in shaping one’s individual and occupational identity, play a
role in the attractiveness of self-initiated expatriation. Organizational Recogni-
tion and Support: Certain firms acknowledge and provide assistance for self-ini-
tiated expatriation, by implementing programs or creating chances for em-
ployees to autonomously pursue international experiences (Vance, 2005). The
endorsement from established organizations serves to validate and promote in-
dividuals’ pursuit of such initiatives. The aforementioned elements play a collec-
tive role in the development of self-initiative expatriates, indicating a change in
individuals’ perceptions and pursuit of global career prospects beyond conven-
tional organizational frameworks (Dejoux, 2022).

This study proposes four dimensions as the elements influencing Self-Initiated
Expatriates in a Global Landscape: “Diversity”, “Context”,
ity”, and “Individual level” (Table 1).

International Mobil-

3. Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework pertaining to the evolution of self-initiative expa-
triates encompasses an analysis of fundamental factors that contribute to their
growth and progression. The factors encompassed in this study are Diversity,
Context, International Mobility, Individual level (Cao, Hirschi, & Deller, 2013).
The development of self-initiated expatriates is shaped by the interaction of va-
riety, context, international mobility, and individual-level traits. Their success in
a worldwide society is underpinned by cultural awareness, adaptation, and a
proactive approach. Comprehending the various aspects of self-initiated expatri-
ation is crucial for individuals, organizations, and policymakers due to its influ-
ence on and by the global environment. The proposed conceptual framework of

this study is presented in Figure 1.

3.1. Diversity Dimension

The diversity dimension encapsulates a multifaceted view of self-initiated expa-
triates, highlighting the rich tapestry of their backgrounds. Whether rooted in
cultural diversity, varied educational levels, or diverse nationalities, the spectrum
of experiences contributes to a holistic understanding of this dynamic group.
Cultural sensitivity emerges as a key attribute, fostering an appreciation for dif-
ferent perspectives and enhancing intercultural competence. Cultural adaptation

pertains to the phenomenon of individuals acclimating and adopting unfamiliar
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Table 1. The operations definition of the research dimensions.

Dimension

Operational Definition

Diversity

Context

International
Mobility

Individual Level

Self-initiated expatriates (SIEs) encompass a heterogeneous cohort
of persons with various motivations, histories, and professional
trajectories. They include individuals from diverse age groups,
educational backgrounds, professional histories, and national
origins. This variety promotes intercultural comprehension

and enhances the worldwide expatriate population.

Self-initiated expatriates navigate a multifaceted and constantly
changing global environment influenced by factors including
technology progress, economic integration, and geopolitical
changes. These factors impact their decision-making,
professional aspirations, and experiences overseas.

Self-initiated expatriates are those who choose to relocate to
another country. They proactively pursue opportunities to reside
and work in many nations, motivated by personal ambitions,
professional advancement, or lifestyle choices. Their ability to
move about enhances cultural interchange and fosters

global interconnectedness.

Self-initiated expatriates contribute distinctive viewpoints,
expertise, and encounters to their global endeavors. They
demonstrate versatility, tenacity, and an awareness of many
cultures, allowing them to flourish in various settings. Their
unique characteristics influence their experiences living abroad
and contribute to their personal and professional development.

Diversity

Context

International
Mobility

Individual level

Self-Initiated Expatriate in a
Global Landscape

Figure 1. The proposed conceptual framework of self-initiated expatriate in a global

landscape.

cultural contexts, hence influencing the capacity of expatriates to thrive in for-

eign settings (Froese & Peltokorpi, 2013).

3.2. Context Dimensions

The context within which self-initiated expatriates operate is crucial in shaping
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their experiences. Economic globalization, geopolitical shifts, and technological
advancements collectively mold the landscape. A backdrop of cross-cultural dy-
namics, multinational corporations, and international organizations sets the
stage for self-initiated expatriates to navigate a complex global environment. As
the global landscape evolves, so too must their strategies, reflecting a proactive
approach to the challenges presented. Professional development investigates
how being a self-initiative expatriate can lead to better career possibilities and
advancement (Howe-Walsh & Schyns, 2010). Gaining an understanding of these
qualities can yield valuable insights into the ways in which organizations and in-
dividuals can effectively facilitate and enhance the support and development of
self-initiative expatriates (Suutari & Brewster, 2000). Subsequent investigations
ought to prioritize the amelioration of knowledge gaps within the existing body
of literature, as well as the pursuit of novel avenues for comprehending the evo-
lutionary trajectory of self-initiative exiles. The author, Al Ariss (2010), presents
a conceptual framework that offers a systematic and organized way to compre-

hending the complex characteristics of self-initiative expatriates.

3.3. International Mobility Dimensions

The element of international mobility is a defining feature of self-initiated expa-
triation. Frequent travel abroad, global assignments, and participation in
cross-cultural collaboration signify not only physical movement but also a com-
mitment to engaging with diverse environments. Networking opportunities,
cultural exchange, and exposure to global challenges contribute to the develop-
ment of problem-solving abilities and a global mindset. These individuals ac-
tively pursue opportunities for overseas job experiences. The subject matter
comprises a multitude of dimensions that shed light on the underlying motiva-
tions, decision-making processes, adaptive strategies, consequences, and in-
fluential elements that contribute to the ongoing development of this trend
(Cerdin & Pargneux, 2010).

3.4. Individual Level Dimension

At the individual level, self-initiated expatriates exhibit a range of characteristics
that enable them to thrive in a global context. High autonomy, proactive deci-
sion-making, and adaptability are key components of their approach. The ability
to leverage personal aspirations, career growth, and a proactive mindset en-
hances their resourcefulness in navigating the complexities of the global land-
scape. Moreover, traits such as resilience, open-mindedness, and continuous
learning underscore their capacity to embrace challenges and capitalize on op-
portunities. The personal motives that drive individuals to become self-initiative
expatriates can be attributed to various factors, including the pursuit of new
challenges and opportunities for job progress (Froese, 2012).

Motivations and drivers: The concept of individual autonomy is examined in

relation to the inclination for self-governance and self-determination in influen-
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cing one’s professional trajectory, hence motivating individuals to autonomously
pursue international prospects (Doherty, Dickmann, & Mills, 2011). Personal
development encompasses various factors that drive individuals to engage in
self-initiated expatriation. These factors include the desire for personal growth,
cultural immersion, skill enhancement, and the acquisition of a global view-

point.

4. The Interrelationships among the Dimensions

The relationships among the dimensions described in this study are rooted in
the fact that international mobility is closely associated with diversity, context,
and individual-level attributes. It is essential for organizations and govern-
ments to acknowledge and utilize these relationships in order to establish con-
ditions that encourage and enable self-motivated expatriates in their interna-
tional pursuits. Table 2 illustrates the traits that this research has conceptualized

to emerge from all dimensions.

4.1. Diversity and Its Relationship with Context,
International Mobility, and Individual Level

Diversity, an essential element of self-initiated expatriation, is closely connected
to the circumstances, global mobility, and personal attributes of expatriates. The
global corporate environment is shaped by the intersection of individuals with
distinct cultural origins, varying levels of education, and different nationalities,
which in turn influences cross-cultural interactions. The interaction between

economic globalization and geopolitical upheavals influences the experiences of

Table 2. The attribute of each dimension.

Diversity

Context International Mobility Individual Level

Culturally diverse
Professional backgrounds
Language proficiency
Cultural sensitivity

Varied educational levels
Diverse nationalities

Rich experiences

Unique perspectives
Cross-cultural understanding

Adaptability to new
environments

Effective communication skills
Problem-solving abilities

Global mindset

Global business setting
Cross-cultural dynamics
Multinational environment
Economic globalization
Geopolitical shifts
Technological advancements
Complex global landscape
Evolving global landscape

Multinational corporations
International organizations

Global projects
Global challenges

Intercultural competence

Frequent travel abroad
Global assignments
Expatriate experience
Networking opportunities
Cultural exchange
Personal aspirations
Career growth

Lifestyle preferences

Global connectivity
Cultural immersion

Cross-cultural collaboration
Cultural empathy
Cultural humility

High autonomy

Proactive decision-making
Adaptive and resourceful
Resilience

Cultural sensitivity
Adaptability
Resourcefulness

Proactive approach

Entrepreneurial spirit
Open-mindedness

Emotional intelligence
Continuous learning

Global citizenship
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self-initiated expatriates, resulting in a distinct environment. Within the realm
of frequent international migration, variety enhances the abundance of skilled
individuals involved in global tasks and cross-cultural cooperation. This interac-
tive connection improves networking possibilities and exposes individuals to a
wide range of global concerns. The outcome is the development of a worldwide
perspective, efficient problem-solving skills, and an increased awareness of cul-
tural sensitivity.

Individually, diversity and its connections with context and international mo-
bility promote the ability to adapt and take initiative. Expatriates utilize their di-
verse origins to manage the intricacies of the global environment, capitalizing on
personal ambitions and professional advancement. The combination of diversity
and individual-level features fosters a resilient and inventive expatriate commu-
nity. Diversity plays a fundamental role in the relationship between self-initiated
expatriation, affecting the environment, global mobility, and personal attributes.
Organizations and politicians must fully embrace and comprehend this complex
relationship in order to establish conducive conditions for self-initiated expa-

triates.

4.2. Context and Its Relationship with Diversity,
International Mobility, and Individual Level

The setting in which self-initiated expatriates operate is a significant factor in
determining the experiences they have and the characteristics they possess as in-
dividuals. Globalization of the economy, contacts between people of different
cultures, and advancements in technology all contribute to the creation of an
environment that is conducive to the growth of variety. The dynamic relation-
ship between context and diversity contributes to an improved understanding of
cultural sensitivity, adaptability, and the ability to efficiently solve problems. As
individuals navigate the complex global landscape, engaging in frequent overseas
travel and participating in worldwide assignments, the global setting fosters an
environment that supports international mobility. This is because individuals do
so in order to participate in worldwide assignments. Because of the association
between context and worldwide mobility, opportunities for networking, expo-
sure to global concerns, and the development of a global perspective are all
helped along by this correlation. By putting their knowledge to use in a variety of
different environments around the world, expatriates are able to strengthen their
skills in effective problem-solving.

On a personal level, characteristics such as resiliency and a proactive mindset
are influenced by elements of the global environment that are always shifting.
People who move abroad exhibit adaptability and an unrelenting dedication to
their own personal and professional development. This is because they are mo-
tivated by the opportunities and challenges presented by the global environment.
The relationship between self-initiated expatriation and circumstances is one
that is in a state of perpetual alteration and mutually influences one another. In

order for businesses and politicians to develop supportive institutions that ena-
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ble expatriates to thrive in a global world that is always changing, it is essential

for them to gain an understanding of this correlation.

4.3. International Mobility and Its Relationship with Diversity,
Context, and Individual Level

International mobility is a crucial element of self-initiated expatriation, and its
connection to diversity, context, and individual-level attributes greatly influ-
ences the development of the expatriate experience. The mix of varied origins,
including cultural diversity, a range of educational levels, and many nationali-
ties, creates a valuable pool of highly skilled individuals who are frequently en-
gaged in worldwide mobility. The interplay between worldwide mobility and
unique contexts is evident in the global commercial climate, the intricacies of
cross-cultural contacts, and the advancements in technology. By establishing this
synergy, a conducive environment is formed where expatriates may navigate a
complex global landscape, engage in international tasks, and communicate
across cultural barriers. Engaging in this activity leads to an elevated global
mindset, proficient problem-solving skills, and a broadened understanding of
cultural sensitivity.

On an individual level, frequent international migration cultivates attributes
such as a strong sense of independence, proactive decision-making skills, and
adaptability. Expatriates utilize their experiences in several contexts to establish
a proactive attitude. They achieve this by utilizing their own ambitions and pro-
fessional advancement in response to continuous learning and changing world-

wide obstacles.

5. Discussion

The process of decision-making is a cognitive process that involves identifying
and evaluating alternatives in order to make a choice or reach a conclusion. This
study examines the various sources of information that individuals rely on while
making the decision to become self-initiative expatriates. These sources include
online resources, personal connections, and professional networks (Chen, 2012).
Risk assessment is a comprehensive examination of how individuals assess and
effectively handle the potential hazards that are associated with independent re-
location. This includes an analysis of the problems related to culture, the stability
of job, and the adjustments required in one’s lifestyle. The article by Al Ariss
(2010) examines the process of goal setting among individuals in the context of
their expatriate experience, both in personal and professional domains. It delves
into the tactics employed by these individuals to effectively attain their goals.
The topic of cultural adjustment in the context of adaptation and integration
pertains to the examination of the difficulties encountered and the approaches
employed when acclimating to unfamiliar cultural settings, linguistic contexts,
and professional atmospheres.

The present study investigates the manner in which self-initiative expatriates
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effectively manage several work-related obstacles, such as establishing profes-
sional connections, comprehending indigenous work methodologies, and at-
taining career advancement (Cao, Hirschi, & Deller, 2012) Psychological and so-
cial well-being encompasses the examination of the effects of expatriation on in-
dividuals’ mental health, social relationships, and general state of well-being.
The results and consequences: The study conducted by Chen (2012) examines
the effects of self-initiated expatriation on an individual’s career trajectory, spe-
cifically focusing on professional growth, skill acquisition, and future job
chances. This study examines the organizational perspectives about the percep-
tion and utilization of self-initiative expatriates’ experiences. It delves into topics
such as talent management techniques and knowledge transfer within organiza-
tions. The study conducted by Froese (2012) examines the societal and cultural
contributions of self-initiative expats, focusing on their impact on global inter-
connectedness, cross-cultural understanding, and knowledge exchange.

Factors Affecting Success: The topic of individual traits pertains to the exami-
nation of personal characteristics, namely adaptability, openness, resilience, and
cultural intelligence, which are known to have a significant role in facilitating
effective self-initiated expatriation (Selmer & Lauring, 2010).

The study titled “Key Dimensions of the Evolution of Self-Initiative Expa-
triates” explores the fundamental factors that influence the growth and progres-
sion of self-initiative expatriates. This section examines three key factors that
play a significant role in their evolution: motivation, mentality, and adaptability.
Motivation is a concept that explores the underlying factors that prompt indi-
viduals to become self-initiative expatriates. These factors may include the pur-
suit of personal development, the aspiration for job progression, or the quest for
novel experiences (Andresen & Muskat, 2021). The concept of mindset empha-
sizes the significance of possessing a receptive and proactive mentality when
maneuvering through unknown contexts and surmounting obstacles (Suutari,
2018).

Finally, the concept of adaptation pertains to the assessment of how
self-motivated expatriates effectively acclimate and conform to unfamiliar cul-
tural environments, professional methodologies, and societal conventions (Al-
shahrani, 2022). A comprehensive grasp of these fundamental elements is vital
for both organizations and individuals in order to proficiently facilitate and tra-
verse the dynamic terrain of self-initiative expatriates (Ashta & Stokes, 2023).
The phenomenon of self-initiative expatriates’ evolution encompasses multiple
facets, underscoring the complex nature of persons who deliberately seek out in-
ternational work experiences (Bjerregaard, 2022). The key dimensions comprise
a variety of variables that jointly contribute to the shaping and defining of this
dynamic trend. The concept of autonomous career management pertains to
self-initiative expatriates who actively assume control over their career paths by
individually pursuing foreign possibilities (Cerdin, 2013).

This dimension emphasizes the individuals’ independence in navigating and
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molding their professional trajectories beyond conventional organizational tasks
(Danisman, 2017). Motivational Factors and Future Aspirations: It is vital to
comprehend the underlying motives that propel self-initiative expats. The driv-
ing forces behind individuals’ engagement in international work initiatives in-
clude personal development, cultural integration, professional progress, and a
desire for varied experiences (Despotovic et al., 2022). The phenomenon of
global networking and connectivity is observed as self-initiative expatriates leve-
rage various platforms such as social media, professional networks, and personal
connections to identify and secure international opportunities. This utilization
of connectivity highlights their ability to adapt in a world that is increasingly in-
terconnected on a global scale (Hussain & Zhang, 2023). The examination of de-
cision-making processes in the context of self-initiated expatriation entails the
assessment of many mechanisms involved, such as risk evaluation, information
acquisition, goal establishment, and strategic planning, all aimed at realizing for-
eign career ambitions (Jiang et al., 2022).

The factor of cultural adaptation and integration pertains to the complexities
and approaches associated with acclimating to unfamiliar cultures, languages,
and work settings (Kubovcikova & van Bakel, 2022). The ability to effectively in-
tegrate into varied environments is crucial for expatriates who are proactive in
taking initiative. The acquisition of professional growth and skill development is
facilitated by international experiences, which contribute to the expansion of
one’s skill set and the development of a global perspective (Despotovic et al.,
2022). This component highlights the importance of self-initiated expatriation in
enhancing professional skills and abilities. The examination of psychological and
social well-being is a crucial aspect in understanding the effects of the expatria-
tion process on mental health, social relationships, and general well-being (Za-
karia & Yusuf, 2023). By considering these various characteristics, a comprehen-
sive approach may be taken towards understanding the expatriate experience.

Career Progression and Contributions: It is imperative to undertake an analy-
sis of the effects of self-initiative expatriation on career advancement, develop-
ment of skills, and prospects for future possibilities. Furthermore, the examina-
tion of the impacts made by these individuals on other entities such as compa-
nies, societies, and worldwide networks constitutes a substantial aspect (Chen et
al., 2023). The assessment of organizational perceptions and support for self-ini-
tiative expatriates, as well as the examination of the wider societal ramifications
of this phenomenon, represents a significant aspect of research (Singh et al.,
2022). This concept incorporates various organizational initiatives, policies, and
societal transformations that are associated with global work experiences. The
present study aims to investigate the various factors that influence success in
self-initiated expatriation. Specifically, it will explore individual qualities, exter-
nal support systems, and permissive surroundings as crucial dimensions contri-
buting to successful outcomes (Alshahrani, 2022). Gaining an understanding of
these elements is crucial in cultivating and facilitating prosperous overseas inte-

ractions. The following characteristics encompass the complex aspects and fac-
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tors that contribute to the development of self-initiative expatriates, providing a

complete comprehension of this transformative change in global careers

6. Implications and Future Research

Implications and Future Directions The study of self-initiative expatriates’ evo-
lution can be comprehended via a practical lens, offering potential benefits to
both companies and individuals. The research findings presented in this study
can be utilized by organizations to formulate and implement efficient methods
aimed at effectively managing self-initiative expatriates. By doing so, organiza-
tions can enhance the performance and overall success of these individuals in
their overseas assignments (Howe-Walsh & Schyns, 2010). This phenomenon
can also result in improved talent management strategies, as firms have the abil-
ity to recognize and cultivate proactive expatriates who possess the requisite
skills and characteristics for accomplishing successful foreign assignments (An-
dresen & Biemann, 2012). Moreover, individuals have the opportunity to use
these consequences in order to augment their career advancement and personal
development. This can be achieved by comprehending the fundamental dimen-
sions and aspects that exert effect on the progression of self-initiative expatriates
(Cao et al., 2013). Nevertheless, it is imperative to acknowledge the existence of
research gaps that necessitate attention and resolution in forthcoming investiga-
tions.

Additional investigation is required to examine the influence of cultural intel-
ligence and cross-cultural competences on the development of self-initiative ex-
patriates (Cerdin & Selmer, 2014). Furthermore, there is a need for further in-
vestigation on the impact of social networks and support systems in enabling the
development of self-initiative expatriates. Moreover, it is imperative to conduct
further research on the impact of individual traits, such as motivation,
self-efficacy, and resilience, on the development of self-initiative expats (Doher-
ty, 2013). In general, this conceptual framework establishes a fundamental basis
for future research endeavors aimed at augmenting our comprehension of the
progression of self-initiative expatriates, as well as formulating pragmatic impli-
cations for both organizations and individuals (Froese, 2012). The increasing
occurrence of self-initiative expatriates in the global labor market carries signifi-
cant ramifications and opens us opportunities for further investigation that can
enhance our comprehension of this developing phenomenon.

The comprehension of the experiences and motives of self-initiative expa-
triates holds significant importance for organizations in terms of organizational
adaptation and talent management (Froese & Peltokorpi, 2013). The study can
investigate the ways in which organizations modify their talent management
methods to effectively incorporate and capitalize on this phenomenon, hence
improving their recruiting, retention, and support mechanisms (Howe-Walsh &
Schyns, 2010). The topic of discussion pertains to the development and imple-

mentation of policies, as well as the support systems that facilitate their execu-
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tion. Subsequent investigations may direct their attention towards formulating
policy suggestions aimed at governments, organizations, and educational insti-
tutions, with the objective of establishing conducive environments for self-ini-
tiative expatriates (Jokinen et al., 2008). This encompasses the formulation of
policies, design of educational programs, and establishment of support systems
that are specifically customized to cater to the unique requirements of the indi-
viduals in question.

The significance of self-initiative expatriates in promoting cross-cultural un-
derstanding, knowledge sharing, and global connection is a crucial aspect to be
explored in the context of cultural interchange and global connectivity. The
study can explore the cultural exchange contributions and the wider societal in-
fluence resulting from their experiences (Lo et al., 2012). Additional investiga-
tion into the psychological, social, and emotional dimensions of self-initiated
expatriation can yield valuable knowledge regarding the strategies employed for
adaptation, coping mechanisms utilized, and support required by expatriates to
flourish within culturally diverse environments (Myers & Pringle, 2005). The
longitudinal studies aim to examine the career trajectories of self-initiative expa-
triates and evaluate the enduring effects of international experiences on the de-
velopment of skills, progression in careers, and contributions made to diverse
industries (Peltokorpi & Froese, 2009).

The impact on organizational dynamics can be explored through research that
examines the influence of self-initiative expatriates on various aspects such as
organizational culture, diversity, innovation, and knowledge transfer within
multinational companies. This investigation can provide insights into the role of
self-initiative expatriates in shaping organizational dynamics (Suutari & Brew-
ster, 2000). The examination of various factors that influence the outcomes of
self-initiative expatriation experiences can yield significant insights for individu-
als and organizations in effectively managing difficulties and optimizing poten-
tial (Jiang et al., 2022). The impact of technological advancements and remote
work on self-initiative expatriates can be further investigated in future research,
considering the growing prevalence of virtual work arrangements (Wechtler et
al., 2023).

The examination of ethical dimensions pertaining to self-initiative expatria-
tion encompasses considerations such as the effects on local communities, the
ethical obligations of individuals, and the role of expatriates in making positive
contributions to local societies (Singh et al., 2022). The examination of the im-
pact of self-initiative expatriates on diversity, inclusion, and global leadership
models can provide significant insights into their effect within global work en-
vironments (Zakaria & Yusuf, 2023). Undertaking extensive and long-term re-
search in these domains can yield a more profound comprehension of self-ini-
tiated expatriates, their influence on diverse realms, and offer insights to develop
approaches that address the requirements of individuals and organizations in an

ever-changing global context.
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6.1. Practical Implications for Organizations and Individuals

This section examines the ramifications of the notion of self-initiative expatriates
for both organizations and individuals. This study focuses on the analysis of how
businesses can modify their policies and processes in order to proficiently handle
self-initiative expatriates and optimize their influence. Additionally, it unders-
cores the significance of offering assistance and access to resources to these per-
sons in order to guarantee their achievement in overseas assignments. This sec-
tion examines the advantages and difficulties associated with being a self-initiative
expatriate, focusing on the experiences of individuals. Additionally, it provides
solutions for effectively managing and negotiating these issues. In general, this
section offers pragmatic insights and suggestions for both companies and indi-
viduals to improve their comprehension and utilization of self-initiative expa-
triates within the global workforce.

The emergence of self-initiative expatriates has significant practical ramifica-
tions for both companies and individuals involved in this dynamic phenomenon
(Howe-Walsh & Schyns, 2010). Practical Implications for Organizations: Or-
ganizations have the opportunity to enhance their talent pool by using the broad
skill sets, global perspectives, and cross-cultural skills of self-initiative expatriates
(Jokinen et al., 2008). Customizing recruitment tactics to effectively attract and
retain these individuals has the potential to enhance organizational diversity and
foster innovation. The implementation of talent management strategies necessi-
tates the adjustment of existing systems to effectively cater to self-initiative ex-
patriates.

This entails acknowledging their underlying motives, offering avenues for
personal growth and advancement, and establishing adaptable career trajectories
(Andresen et al., 2012). According to Andresen and Muskat (2021), the provi-
sion of support for employees’ international experiences has the potential to po-
sitively impact employee happiness, loyalty, and long-term commitment to the
firm. The promotion of engagement between self-initiative expatriates and local
employees can serve as a catalyst for information sharing, the interchange of
ideas, and cultural enrichment within organizational settings (Brewster, et al.,
2021). Utilizing their extensive international networks can facilitate access to
novel markets, partnerships, and prospects for business expansion.

The cultivation of an inclusive organizational culture that places importance
on varied viewpoints, experiences, and backgrounds is crucial in order to fully
leverage the capabilities of self-initiative expatriates (Ellis et al., 2020). The act of
acknowledging and valuing the contributions made by individuals can have a
positive impact on the overall culture of an organization, fostering inclusivity
and creating a more diverse and welcoming work environment. Practical Impli-
cations for Individuals: The topic of personal and professional development is
explored in the context of self-initiative expatriates, who have the opportunity to
leverage international experiences for the purpose of skill enhancement, cultural

fluency, and the expansion of their global perspective. These endeavors can con-
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tribute significantly to their personal growth and career progression (Farcas et
al., 2019). Developing a varied range of skills and acquiring cross-cultural expe-
riences can enhance one’s marketability and facilitate access to novel job pros-
pects.

The ability to establish and maintain connections with individuals from dif-
ferent countries and cultures can be a valuable asset for individuals. By drawing
on their international experiences, individuals can broaden their networks, fos-
ter relationships that transcend geographical boundaries, and access various
worldwide opportunities (Mello et al., 2020). The act of preserving and fostering
these connections can yield continuous assistance and opportunities to engage
with a wide range of professional networks. The cultivation of adaptation, resi-
lience, and intercultural competences is crucial for individuals to effectively na-
vigate varied situations and enhance their capacity to succeed in dynamic and
multicultural settings (Shao & Al Ariss, 2020). The process of surmounting ob-
stacles encountered in the context of self-initiated expatriation fosters the de-
velopment of resilience and augments one’s aptitude for problem-solving. The
professional trajectory and development of leadership skills:

The effective management of self-initiated expatriation experiences has the
potential to establish individuals as adaptive, resourceful, and globally-oriented
professionals, hence augmenting their opportunities for assuming leadership po-
sitions (Alshahrani, 2022). The adoption of a wide range of experiences can offer
a distinct viewpoint and set of abilities that are highly esteemed in international
leadership roles (Andresen et al., 2020c). In general, Organizations must modify
their people management techniques and foster an inclusive culture in order to
effectively accommodate self-initiative expatriates. Individually, the pursuit of
independent international experiences presents prospects for personal and pro-
fessional development, cultivating adaptability and expanding career prospects

within an ever more interconnected global context.

6.2. Research Gaps and Future Directions

Within the segment pertaining to “Research Gaps and Future Directions,” there
exists a potential avenue for additional investigation into the subject matter of
the evolutionary aspects surrounding self-initiative expatriates. In order to ex-
pand upon the current body of scholarly work, prospective studies may direct
their attention towards examining the significance of cultural adaptation in the
developmental trajectory of self-initiative expatriates. Moreover, a thorough
analysis of the influence of technical progress and globalization on self-initiative
expatriates would enhance our holistic comprehension of this phenomenon.
Moreover, an examination of the correlation between self-initiative expatriates
and host country nationals will provide insights into the intricacies and potential
obstacles of intercultural engagements. Finally, conducting an investigation into
the motives and decision-making mechanisms of persons who choose to become

self-initiative expatriates would yield significant insights into the various aspects
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that influence this particular career path. In general, the resolution of these study
deficiencies would make a significant contribution to the progression of under-
standing regarding the development of self-initiative expatriates, while also pro-
viding practical consequences for both organizations and individuals. The field
of self-initiative expatriates is undergoing ongoing research, which has identified
various gaps and potential areas for future investigation. These routes of discov-
ery have the potential to enhance our comprehension of this phenomenon
(Ashta & Stokes, 2023).

One area that requires further investigation is the identification of research
gaps. The scope of the study is restricted or confined. Longitudinal studies are a
type of research design that involves collecting data from the same subjects over
an extended period of time. There is a scarcity of long-term research that ex-
amine the career trajectories, experiences, and results of self-initiative expa-
triates. Bjerregaard (2022) suggests that longitudinal research has the potential
to provide valuable insights into several aspects of individuals’ career develop-
ment, including the problems they encounter over time and the enduring effects
of overseas experiences. The Importance of Ensuring Inclusive Sample Repre-
sentation in Research Studies The scholarly investigation frequently centers on
Western expatriates or certain industries, resulting in a dearth of diversity within
the examined cohorts. Examining the experiences of individuals hailing from
various cultural backgrounds and industries can provide a more comprehensive
perspective (Brewster et al., 2019).

The examination of gender and family dynamics is crucial for comprehending
the involvement of gender and familial responsibilities in self-initiated expatria-
tion, necessitating more investigation. The investigation could explore the im-
pact of gender dynamics and family considerations on decision-making processes
and experiences in international settings (Chwialkowska, 2020). The phenome-
non of cultural adaptation and the corresponding coping mechanisms. Addi-
tional research is required to delve more into the particular tactics, coping me-
chanisms, and support structures employed by self-initiative expatriates in order
to effectively manage the hurdles associated with cultural adaptation (Danisman,
2017). There are gaps in current research concerning the organizational perspec-
tives, support, and utilization of self-initiative expatriates. The comprehension of
organizational strategies and policies pertaining to this specific cohort has the
potential to augment support systems (Despotovic et al., 2022). Future Direc-
tions: Comparative Studies in Academic Research: Comparative analyses ex-
amining self-initiative expats and typically assigned expatriates may provide
useful insights into the distinctions in motives, experiences, and outcomes, so
contributing to a deeper understanding of the evolving dynamics of global ca-
reers.

The investigation of the influence of remote work, virtual teams, and tech-
nological advancements on the choices and experiences of self-initiative expa-

triates in a post-pandemic world presents a promising avenue for future scho-
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larly inquiry (Jiang et al., 2022). The examination of ethical aspects related to
self-initiative expatriation, such as the obligations of expatriates towards local
communities and surroundings, offers valuable perspectives on the promotion of
conscientious global citizenship. The identification of success factors that con-
tribute to favorable outcomes in self-initiated expatriation can provide valuable
insights for individuals and organizations, facilitating the management of chal-
lenges and the optimization of opportunities (Kubovcikova & van Bakel, 2022).
The investigation of the role of self-initiative expatriates on encouraging in-
novation, varied viewpoints in decision-making, and building global leadership
models might yield insights into their broader impact on innovation and global
leadership. The examination of government policies, educational institutions,
and support networks in facilitating self-initiated expatriation can provide valu-
able insights into the development of favorable conditions for individuals aspir-
ing to become expatriates (Wechtler et al., 2023). By addressing the aforemen-
tioned study gaps and delving into potential future avenues, scholars can en-
hance their comprehension of self-initiative expatriates, their experiences, and
the resulting ramifications for individuals, organizations, and societies within an

increasingly globalized world.

6.3. Limitations and Further Research

Despite the growing acknowledgment of self-initiative expatriates, several limi-
tations persist in the present comprehension of this subject matter necessitates
additional investigation in order to fully comprehend this dynamic phenome-
non. The issue of sample representativeness is frequently observed in current
research, since it tends to concentrate on particular industries, geographies, or
cultural backgrounds, so restricting the diversity of samples. A more inclusive
and diverse representation of persons from a range of backgrounds would con-
tribute to a more comprehensive and holistic knowledge. Short-term studies
examining self-initiative expatriates sometimes lack longitudinal perspectives,
thereby failing to capture the enduring impacts and career paths of these indi-
viduals. Understudied Variables.

There exists a necessity to further investigate understudied variables, includ-
ing gender dynamics, familial considerations, dual-career challenges, and ethical
ramifications associated with self-initiated expatriation. The current body of re-
search is lacking in its examination of how organizations perceive, support, and
leverage the potential of self-initiative expatriates from an organizational pers-
pective. It is vital to comprehend the organizational plans and policies pertaining
to this specific cohort. Potential Areas for Future Investigation: Longitudinal
studies are a powerful research approach that involves tracking the career routes,
problems encountered, and enduring repercussions experienced by self-initiative
expatriates. By examining their trajectories and experiences over an extended
period, these studies can provide valuable insights. Comparative analyses can

offer valuable insights into the distinctions between self-initiative expatriates and
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typically assigned expatriates, shedding light on their respective motives, expe-
riences, and outcomes. This approach can contribute to a more comprehensive
and nuanced comprehension of the subject matter.

The incorporation of underrepresented groups is crucial in research. By in-
cluding individuals from varied ethnic, gender, and socioeconomic back-
grounds, a more comprehensive understanding of self-initiative expatriates can
be achieved, while also addressing the limits associated with representativeness.
The examination of ethical aspects related to self-initiated expatriation, such as
the obligations of expatriates towards local communities and environments, has
the potential to provide valuable insights into the promotion of responsible
global citizenship. A valuable avenue of research would involve examining the
ways in which organizations may adequately facilitate self-initiative expatriates
and modify their people management methods to suit this emerging trend. Such
research would offer practical insights for organizations seeking to effectively as-
sist and engage with self-initiative expats. The examination of the effects of dis-
tant labor, virtual teams, and technological improvements on the deci-
sion-making processes and overall experiences of self-initiative expatriates in a
post-pandemic society presents a compelling avenue for prospective scholarly
investigation. By acknowledging these constraints and delving into additional
avenues of inquiry, scholars can enhance their comprehension of self-initiative
expatriates, their encounters, and the ramifications they have on individuals, or-

ganizations, and societies within an ever more interconnected global context.

7. Conclusion

Development of self-initiative expats. Through an analysis of the theoretical un-
derpinnings and the various forces that shape its development, we have pre-
sented a full comprehension of this burgeoning phenomenon within the interna-
tional labor force. The research findings have substantial consequences for both
businesses and individuals, providing valuable insights for effectively managing
and nurturing self-initiative expatriates. Additionally, our study has successfully
identified areas of inquiry that have not yet been addressed, and proposes poten-
tial avenues for future investigation in relation to this subject matter. The ex-
amination of self-initiative expatriates reveals areas of research that have not
been adequately addressed and suggests potential avenues for further investiga-
tion. These include the necessity for longitudinal studies to track the experiences
of self-initiative expats over an extended period of time, comparative analyses to
understand how their experiences differ across various contexts, and inquiries
into the ethical, gender, and organizational aspects of their endeavors.
Self-initiative expatriates serve as prime examples of individuals who actively
take control of their professional trajectories, utilizing the interconnectedness of
the global landscape and their own personal agency to pursue international
prospects that extend beyond conventional organizational frameworks. The ob-

jectives of those involved in this endeavor span a diverse range of factors, in-
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cluding personal development, cultural integration, skill improvement, and
global awareness. This demonstrates a comprehensive approach to advancing
one’s profession and enriching one’s life. The continuously changing character
of global labor dynamics implies a perpetual transformation within this domain.
Self-initiative expatriation provides individuals with opportunities for both per-
sonal and professional advancement, as well as the chance to broaden their net-
works and enhance their skill sets. Organizations derive advantages by adopting
and endorsing this prevailing tendency, capitalizing on the skills and expertise of
these individuals to cultivate innovation and enhance global competitiveness. In
general, this paradigm offers a significant instrument for comprehending and
tackling the issues and prospects posed by self-initiative expatriates in the con-
temporary international society. The rise and development of self-initiative ex-
patriates represents a significant transformation in the realm of global careers,
marked by the presence of personal initiative, independence, and active pursuit
of international professional opportunities. In the culmination of our investiga-
tion of this phenomenon, a number of essential aspects emerge as prominent. In
summary, the emergence of self-initiative expatriates represents a fundamental
change in the manner in which individuals negotiate international professional
trajectories, embracing autonomy, diversity, and adaptation as key indicators of
achievement. The comprehension, endorsement, and investigation of this phe-
nomenon will persist in influencing the trajectory of international labor forces,
underscoring the significance of personal autonomy and the interdependence

inside our interconnected global society.

Acknowledgements

I am grateful to the College of Business and Grambling State University Core
Research Unit for providing financial sequencing services. I extended my grati-
tude to my esteemed Dean Dr. Derrick Warren and Ex-Dean Dr. Donald White
and Dr. Haile Semere for their invaluable advice, continuous support, patience
and immense knowledge and plentiful experience have encouraged me in all the
time of my academic research and daily life. Finally, I would like to express my
gratitude to my parents and Friends. Without their tremendous understanding
and encouragement in the past few years, it would have been impossible for me

to complete my education.

Conflicts of Interest

The author declares no conflicts of interest regarding the publication of this pa-

per.

References

Agha-Alikhani, B. (2018). Adjustment in International Work Contexts: Insights from
Self-Initiated Expatriates in Academia. Thunderbird International Business Review, 60,
837-849. https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.21928

DOI: 10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004

75 Journal of Human Resource and Sustainability Studies


https://doi.org/10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004
https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.21928

O. Yussuf

Al Ariss, A. (2010). Modes of Engagement: Migration, Self-Initiated Expatriation, and
Career Development. The Career Development International, 15, 338-358.
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431011066231

Al Ariss, A., & Crowley-Henry, M. (2013). Self-Initiated Expatriation and Migration in
the Management Literature: Present Theorizations and Future Research Directions.
Career Development International, 18, 78-96.
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431311305962

Alshahrani, S. T. (2022). The Motivation for the Mobility—A Comparison of the Com-
pany Assigned and Self-Initiated Expatriates in Saudi Arabia. Cogent Social Sciences, 8,
Article ID: 2027626. https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2022.2027626

Alshammari, H. (2012). Self-Initiated Expatriate Adjustment in Saudi Universities: The
Role of Previous Experience and Marital Status. International Journal of Business and
Social Science, 3, 184-194.

Andresen, M., & Biemann, T. (2012). Career Concepts of Self-Initiated Expatriates and
Assigned Expatriates: A Theoretical Analysis of Coupling and Configuration. In M.
Andresen, A. Al Ariss, & M. Walther (Eds.), Self-Initiated Expatriation: Individual,
Organizational and National Perspectives (pp. 105-121). Routledge.

Andresen, M., & Muskat, B. (2021). Chap. 4. Cultural Distance and Self-Initiated Expa-
triates’ Willingness to Relocate. A Research Agenda. In M. Andresen, C. Brewster, & V.
Suutari (Eds.), Self-Initiated Expatriates in Context Recognizing Space, Time, and In-
stitutions (pp. 55-71). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690-5

Andresen, M., Al Ariss, A., & Walther, M. (2012). Introduction: Self-Initiated Expatria-
tion-Individual, Organizational, and National Perspectives. In M. Andresen, A. Al
Ariss, & M. Walther (Eds.), Se/f-Initiated Expatriation: Individual, Organizational, and
National Perspectives (pp. 3-10). Taylor and Francis.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203111505

Andresen, M., Bergdolt, F., Margenfeld, J., & Dickmann, M. (2014). Addressing Interna-
tional Mobility Confusion-Developing Definitions and Differentiations for
Self-Initiated and Assigned Expatriates as Well as Migrants. The International Journal
of Human Re-Source Management, 25,2295-2318.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2013.877058

Andresen, M., Brewster, C., & Suutari, V. (2020a). Introduction: Recognising Space,
Time, and Institutions in Self-Initiated Expatriation Research. In M. Andresen, C.
Brewster, & V. Suutari (Eds.), Se/f-Initiated Expatriates in Context: Recognizing Space,
Time, and Institutions (pp. 1-16). Taylor and Francis.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690-1

Andresen, M., Brewster, C., & Suutari, V. (2020b). Self-Initiated Expatriates in Context:
Recognizing Space, Time, and Institutions. Taylor and Francis.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690

Andresen, M., Pattie, M. W., & Hippler, T. (2020c). What Does It Mean to Be a
“Self-Initiated” Expatriate in Different Contexts? A Conceptual Analysis and Sugges-
tions for Future Research. The International Journal of Human Resource Management,
31, 174-201. https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2019.1674359

Ashta, A., & Stokes, P. (2023). Japanese Self-Initiated Expatriates’ Adjustment to Indian
Assignments: The Role of Traditional Values. Asia Pacific Journal of Human Re-
sources, 61, 694-723. https://doi.org/10.1111/1744-7941.12346

Biemann, T., & Andresen, M. (2010). Self-Initiated Foreign Expatriates versus Assigned
Expatriates: Two Distinct Types of International Careers? Journal of Managerial Psy-
chology, 25, 430-448. https://doi.org/10.1108/02683941011035313

DOI: 10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004

76 Journal of Human Resource and Sustainability Studies


https://doi.org/10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431011066231
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431311305962
https://doi.org/10.1080/23311886.2022.2027626
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690-5
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203111505
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2013.877058
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690-1
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2019.1674359
https://doi.org/10.1111/1744-7941.12346
https://doi.org/10.1108/02683941011035313

O. Yussuf

Bjerregaard, T. (2022). We Are Not Tourists! The Identity Work of Self-Initiated Expa-
triates. Academy of Management Proceedings, 2022, Article ID: 12724.
https://doi.org/10.5465/AMBPP.2022.12724abstract

Black, J. S., Mendenhall, M., & Oddou, C. (1991). Toward a Comprehensive Model of In-
ternational Adjustment: An Integration of Multiple Theoretical Perspectives. The
Academy of Management Review, 16,291-317. https://doi.org/10.2307/258863

Brewster, C., Makela, L., & Suutari, V. (2019). Careers of Highly Educated Self-Initiated
Expatriates: Observations from Studies among Finnish Business Professionals. In D.
Habti, & M. Elo (Eds.), Global Mobility of Highly Skilled People (pp. 41-60). Springer.
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-95056-3_2

Brewster, C., Suutari, V., & Waxin, M. (2021). Two Decades of Research into SIEs and
What Do We Know? A Systematic Review of the Most Influential Literature and a
Proposed Research Agenda. Journal of Global Mobility, 9, 311-337.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-05-2021-0054

Cao, L., Hirschi, A., & Deller, J. (2012). Self-Initiated Expatriates and Their Career Suc-
cess. Journal ofManagement Development, 31, 159-172.
https://doi.org/10.1108/02621711211199494

Cao, L., Hirschi, A., & Deller, J. (2013). The Positive Effects of a Protean Career Attitude
for Self-Initiated Expatriates: Cultural Adjustment as a Mediator. Career Development
International, 18, 56-77. https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431311305953

Cerdin, J.-L. (2013). Motivation of Self-Initiated Expatriates. In M. Andresen, A. A.
Akram, & W. Matthias (Eds.), Self-Initiated Expatriation: Individual, Organizational,
and National Perspectives (pp. 73-88). Routledge.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203111505-11

Cerdin, J.-L., & Pargneux, M. L. (2010). Career Anchors: A Comparison between Organ-
ization-Assigned and Self-Initiated Expatriates. Thunderbird International Business
Review, 52,287-299. https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.20350

Cerdin, J.-L., & Selmer, J. (2014). Who Is a Self-Initiated Expatriate? Towards Conceptual
Clarity of a Common Notion. The International Journal of Human Resource Manage-
ment, 25,1281-1301. https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2013.863793

Ceric, A., & Crawford, H. (2016). Attracting SIEs: Influence of SIE Motivation on Their
Location and Employer Decisions. Human Resource Management Review, 26, 136-148.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.hrmr.2015.10.001

Chen, Y. (2012). Three-Stage Process Model of Self-Initiated Expatriate Career Transi-
tions: A Self-Determination Theory Perspective. University of Wisconsin.

Chen, Y., Yang, Z,, Liu, B., Wang, D,, Xiao, Y., & Wang, A. (2023). How Cultural Intelli-
gence Affects Expatriate Effectiveness in International Construction Projects. Engi-
neering, Construction and Architectural Management.
https://doi.org/10.1108/ECAM-03-2022-0247

Chwialkowska, A. (2020). Underemployment of Skilled Self-Initiated Expatriates—A Skill
Mismatch or Categorisation? Journal of Education and Work, 33, 375-391.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13639080.2020.1820963

Cooke, F. L. (2009). A Decade of Transformation of HRM in China: A Review of Litera-
ture and Suggestions for Future Studies. Asia Pacific Journal of Human Resources, 47,
6-40. https://doi.org/10.1177/1038411108099288

Danisman, S. (2017). Attitudes towards Culture in the New Home: Self-Initiated Expa-
triate Academics in Turkey. British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies, 44, 1-29.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2016.1177486

DOI: 10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004

77 Journal of Human Resource and Sustainability Studies


https://doi.org/10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004
https://doi.org/10.5465/AMBPP.2022.12724abstract
https://doi.org/10.2307/258863
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-95056-3_2
https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-05-2021-0054
https://doi.org/10.1108/02621711211199494
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431311305953
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203111505-11
https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.20350
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2013.863793
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.hrmr.2015.10.001
https://doi.org/10.1108/ECAM-03-2022-0247
https://doi.org/10.1080/13639080.2020.1820963
https://doi.org/10.1177/1038411108099288
https://doi.org/10.1080/13530194.2016.1177486

O. Yussuf

Dejoux, M. V. (2022). News Article Reporting the Kidnapping of an Enslaved Person
Named Louis. University of Mississippi.

Despotovic, W. V., Hutchings, K., & McPhail, R. (2022). Business, Pleasure or Both? Mo-
tivations and Changing Motivation of Self-Initiated Expatriates. Journal of Manage-
ment & Organization, 1-26. https://doi.org/10.1017/jmo.2022.38

Doherty, N. (2010). Self-Initiated Expatriation: Career Experiences, Processes and Out-
comes. Career Development International, 18, 6-11.

Doherty, N. (2013). Understanding the Self-Initiated Expatriate: A Review and Directions
for Future Research. International Journal of Management Reviews, 15, 447-469.
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijmr.12005

Doherty, N., Dickmann, M., & Mills, T. (2011). Exploring the Motives of Compa-
ny-Backed and Self-Initiated Expatriates. The International Journal of Human Re-
source Management, 22, 595-611. https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2011.543637

Dorsch, M., Suutari, V., & Breswster, C. (2013) Research on Self-Initiated Expatriated:
History and Future Directions. In M. Andresen, A. Al Ariss, & M. Walther (Eds.), Self-
Initiated Expatriation: Individual, Organisational, and National Perspectives. Rout-
ledge.

Ellis, D., Thorn, K., & Yao, C. (2020). Repatriation of Self-Initiated Expatriates: Expecta-
tions vs. Experiences. Career Development International, 25, 539-562.
https://doi.org/10.1108/CDI-09-2019-0228

Farcas, D., & Gongalves, M. (2019). A Grounded Theory Approach to Understand the
Portuguese Emerging Adult Self-Initiated Expatriates’ Cross-Cultural Adaptation in
the United Kingdom. Journal of Global Mobility, 7, 27-48.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-07-2018-0034

Froese, F. (2012). Motivation and Adjustment of Self-Initiated Expatriates: The Case of
Expatriate Academics in South Korea. International Journal of Human Resource Man-
agement, 23, 1095-1112. https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2011.561220

Froese, F. J., & Peltokorpi, V. (2013). Organizational Expatriates and Self-Initiated Expa-
triates: Differences in Cross-Cultural Adjustment and Job Satisfaction. The Interna-
tional Journal of Human Resource Management, 24, 1953-1967.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2012.725078

Fu, C.,, Hsu, Y.-S., Shaffer, M., & Ren, H. (2017). A Longitudinal Investigation of
Self-Initiated Expatriate Organizational Socialization. Personnel Review, 46, 182-204.
https://doi.org/10.1108/PR-05-2015-0149

Howe-Walsh, L., & Schyns, B. (2010). Self-Initiated Expatriation: Implications for HRM.
International Journal of Human Resource Management, 21, 260-273.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190903509571

Hussain, T., & Zhang, Y. (2023). The Influences of Cross-Cultural Adjustment and Moti-
vation on Self-Initiated Expatriates’ Innovative Work Behavior. Personnel Review, 52,
1255-1272. https://doi.org/10.1108/PR-05-2021-0320

Inkson, K., & Richardson, J. (2010). Self-Initiated Foreign Experience as a Field of Study:
Some Issues of Terminology, Definition and Research Direction. In Proceeding of the
American Academy of Management Annual Meeting.

Inkson, K., Arthur, M. B., Pringle, J., & Barry, S. (1997). Expatriate Assignment versus
Overseas Experience: Contrasting Models of International Human Resource Develop-
ment. Journal of World Business, 32, 351-368.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1090-9516(97)90017-1

Jiang, X., Calas, M., & English, A. S. (2022). Constructing the “Self’? Constructing the

DOI: 10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004

78 Journal of Human Resource and Sustainability Studies


https://doi.org/10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004
https://doi.org/10.1017/jmo.2022.38
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijmr.12005
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2011.543637
https://doi.org/10.1108/CDI-09-2019-0228
https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-07-2018-0034
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2011.561220
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2012.725078
https://doi.org/10.1108/PR-05-2015-0149
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190903509571
https://doi.org/10.1108/PR-05-2021-0320
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1090-9516(97)90017-1

O. Yussuf

“Place” A Critical Exploration of Self-Initiated Expatriation in China. Journal of
Global Mobility, 10, 416-439. https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-06-2021-0064

Jokinen, T., Brewster C., & Suutari V. (2008). Career Capital during International Work
Experiences: Contrasting Self-Initiated Expatriate Experiences and Assigned Expatria-
tion. The International Journal of Human Resource Management, 19, 979-998.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190802051279

Konopaske, R., & Werner, S. (2005). US Managers’ Willingness to Accept a Global As-
signment: Do Expatriate Benefits and Assignment Length Make a Difference? The In-
ternational Journal of Human Resource Management, 16, 1159-1175.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190500143998

Kubovcikova, A., & Van Bakel, M. (2022). Social Support Abroad: How Do Self-Initiated
Expatriates Gain Support through Their Social Networks? International Business Re-
view, 31, Article ID: 101894. https://doi.org/10.1016/].ibusrev.2021.101894

Kithlmann, T., & Hutchings, K. (2010). Expatriate Assignments vs Localization of Man-
agement in China: Staffing Choices of Australian and German Companies. Career De-
velopment International, 15,20-38. https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431011020871

Lo, K.I. H, Wong, I. A,, Yam, C. M. R., & Whitfield, R. (2012). Examining the Impacts of
Community and Organization Embeddedness on Self-Initiated Expatriates: The Mod-

erating Role of Expatriate-Dominated Private Sector. The International Journal of
Human Resource Management, 23, 4211-4230.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2012.665075

Malek, M. A., & Budhwar, P. (2013). Cultural Intelligence as a Predictor of Expatriate
Adjustment and Performance in Malaysia. Journal of World Business, 48, 222-231.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2012.07.006

Mello, R., Dickmann, M., Brewster, C., and Suutari, V. (2020). The Long-Term Effects of
Self-Initiated Expatriation on the Future Careers of Assignees. In M. Andresen, C.
Brewster, & V. Suutari (Eds.), Se/f-Initiated Expatriates in Context: Recognizing Space,
Time, and Institutions (pp. 91-109). Taylor and Francis.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690-8

Myers, B., & Pringle, J. K. (2005). Self-Initiated Foreign Experience as Accelerated De-
velopment: Influences of Gender. Journal of World Business, 40, 421-431.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2005.08.009

Naumann, E. (1993). Antecedents and Consequences of Satisfaction and Commitment
among Expatriate Managers. Group & Organization Management, 18, 153-187.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1059601193182003

Peltokorpi, V., & Froese, F. J. (2009). Organizational Expatriates and Self-Initiated Expa-
triates: Who Adjusts Better to Work and Life in Japan? International Journal of Human
Resource Management, 20, 1096-1112. https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190902850299

Selmer, J. (2001). Expatriate Selection: Back to Basics? International Journal of Human
Resource Management, 12, 1219-1233. https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190110083767

Selmer, J. (2006). Language Ability and Adjustment: Western Expatriates in China.
Thunderbird International Business Review, 48, 347-368.
https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.20099

Selmer, J., & Lauring, J. (2010) Self-Initiated Academic Expatriates: Inherent Demo-
graphics and Reasons to Expatriate. European Management Review, 7, 19-29.
https://doi.org/10.1057/emr.2010.15

Shao, J. J., & Al Ariss, A. (2020). Knowledge Transfer between Self-Initiated Expatriates
and Their Organizations: Research Propositions for Managing SIEs. International

DOI: 10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004

79 Journal of Human Resource and Sustainability Studies


https://doi.org/10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004
https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-06-2021-0064
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190802051279
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190500143998
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibusrev.2021.101894
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620431011020871
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2012.665075
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2012.07.006
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429352690-8
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2005.08.009
https://doi.org/10.1177/1059601193182003
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190902850299
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585190110083767
https://doi.org/10.1002/tie.20099
https://doi.org/10.1057/emr.2010.15

O. Yussuf

Business Review, 29, Article 101634. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibusrev.2019.101634

Singh, S. K., Tarba, S. Y., Wood, G., Bozionelos, N., Del Giudice, M., Pereira, V., & Latan,
H. (2022). Adjustment and Work Outcomes of Self-Initiated Expatriates in the United
Arab Emirates: Development and Testing of a Model. Journal of International Man-
agement, 28, Article ID: 100953. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.intman.2022.100953

Suutari, V., & Brewster, C. (2000). Making Their Own Way: International Experience
through Self-Initiated Foreign Assignments. Journal of World Business, 35, 417-436.
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1090-9516(00)00046-8

Suutari, V., Mékeld, L., & Wurtz, O. (2018). Management of Work-Life Interface of Glob-
al Careerists: Experiences among Different Types of International Professionals. In M.
Dickmann, V. Suutari, & O. Wurtz (Eds.), The Management of Global Careers (pp.
291-318). Palgrave Macmillan. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76529-7_11

Tharenou, P. (2013). Self-Initiated Expatriates: An Alternative to Company-Assigned
Expatriates? Journal of Global Mobility, 1, 336-356.
https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-02-2013-0008

Tharenou, P., & Caulfield, N. (2010). Will I Stay or Will I Go? Explaining Repatriation by
Self-Initiated Expatriates. Academy of Management Journal, 53,1009-1028.
https://doi.org/10.5465/amj.2010.54533183

Thorn, K. (2009). The Relative Importance of Motives for International Self-Initiated
Mobility. Career Development International, 14, 441-464.
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620430910989843

Thorn, K., & Inkson, K. (2012). Self-Initiated Expatriation and Talent Flow. In M. An-
dresen, A. Al Ariss, & M. Walther (Eds.), Self-Initiated Expatriation: Individual, Orga-
nizational, and National Perspectives (pp. 75-89). Taylor and Francis.
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203111505-12

Vaiman, V., & Haslberger, A. (2013) Talent Management of Self-Initiated Expatriates: A
Neglected Source of Global Talent. Palgrave Macmillan.
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230392809

Vance, C. M. (2005). The Personal Quest for Building Global Competence: A Taxonomy
of SIE Initiating Career Path Strategies for Gaining Business Experience Abroad. Jour-
nal of World Business, 40, 374-385. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2005.08.005

Wechtler, H., Koveshnikov, A., & Dejoux, C. (2023). Employment Relationships and
Their Implications among Self-Initiated Expatriates. The International Journal of Hu-
man Resource Management, 34, 2265-2304.
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2022.2073182

Zakaria, N., & Yusuf, B. N. M. (2023). Sacrifices from Relocation to a Foreign Land: Mul-
tifaceted Challenges Experienced by Self-Initiated Expatriate Female Nurses during
Cross-Cultural Adjustment. Current Psychology, 42, 11303-11319.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-022-02745-4

DOI: 10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004

80 Journal of Human Resource and Sustainability Studies


https://doi.org/10.4236/jhrss.2024.121004
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ibusrev.2019.101634
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.intman.2022.100953
https://doi.org/10.1016/S1090-9516(00)00046-8
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-76529-7_11
https://doi.org/10.1108/JGM-02-2013-0008
https://doi.org/10.5465/amj.2010.54533183
https://doi.org/10.1108/13620430910989843
https://doi.org/10.4324/9780203111505-12
https://doi.org/10.1057/9780230392809
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwb.2005.08.005
https://doi.org/10.1080/09585192.2022.2073182
https://doi.org/10.1007/s12144-022-02745-4

	Conceptual Framework of the Evolution of Self-Initiative Expatriates in a Global Landscape
	Abstract
	Keywords
	1. Introduction
	1.1. Definition of Self-Initiative Expatriates
	1.2. Importance of Studying the Evolution of Self-Initiative Expatriates
	1.3. Purpose of the Conceptual Framework

	2. Theoretical Background 
	2.1. Expatriate Management Theories 
	2.2. Self-Initiative Expatriates in the Global Workforce 
	2.3. Factors Influencing the Evolution of Self-Initiative Expatriates 

	3. Conceptual Framework
	3.1. Diversity Dimension
	3.2. Context Dimensions 
	3.3. International Mobility Dimensions
	3.4. Individual Level Dimension

	4. The Interrelationships among the Dimensions
	4.1. Diversity and Its Relationship with Context, International Mobility, and Individual Level
	4.2. Context and Its Relationship with Diversity, International Mobility, and Individual Level 
	4.3. International Mobility and Its Relationship with Diversity, Context, and Individual Level

	5. Discussion
	6. Implications and Future Research
	6.1. Practical Implications for Organizations and Individuals
	6.2. Research Gaps and Future Directions
	6.3. Limitations and Further Research

	7. Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	Conflicts of Interest
	References

